
Student Right to Know, Privacy and Records 
Policies 

Student Right to Know Law 

Russell Sage College will provide information regarding graduation and persistence rates, in accordance with 
provision of the federal Student Right to Know Law. The information is available from the Office of the 
Registrar. In addition, Russell Sage College publishes required information under the Campus Security Act in a 
safety and security brochure and posts the information on the Office of Public Safety web page. 

Privacy and Confidentiality (FERPA) 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (Buckley Amendment), passed in 1974, regulates the procedures 
for handling student records. According to the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare, the Act was 
designed to ensure that students and parents (in cases where the student is considered a dependent) would 
have specific educational records made accessible for reasons of inspection and correction and to restrict the 
release of most records, so as not to violate their privacy and confidentiality when student consent is lacking. 

According to the Act, the following records are not accessible: 

• financial records of a student’s parents; 
• confidential letters of recommendation received prior to January 1, 1975; 
• confidential letters of recommendation for which the student has signed a waiver of access; and 
• records created and maintained by a professional for the sole purpose of treating the student (i.e., 

records kept by a college physician, psychiatrist, or counselor). The student may choose a qualified 
professional to review these records. 

Access to Directory and Records Information 

The College is permitted under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (Buckley Amendment) to make 
directory information about students available to the public. Directory information includes: 

• Student’s name 
• Address, Phone listing, and Email address 
• Major field of study 
• Participation in officially recognized activities and sports 
• Weight and height of members of athletic teams 
• Dates of attendance, degrees and awards received 
• Most recent previous educational agency attended 

If a student would prefer that this information not be made public, the student may inform the College of this 
at any point during his or her academic career. Forms to withhold this information from the public are 
available at the Registrar’s Office. 
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